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. %o Tapolca (T l/D 35) airfieid, including the barvacks area, covered an area .
o ofaboub 1 x 3 kme (1) The installations at the field were almost eomplotaly: _
destroyed during the war. Ubst of them were reconstricted in 1950, The ., -
,danding field wag sbout 1 x 2 km, Ttg scll was go goft that the field wis mwob -
servicedlds in rainy weather although there was a drainage system., The substil
' water occasionally flooded the cellars of some installabions, There was no hapd' . . -0

' surfage runway alt the field, 4 concrete taxiway about 70 to 80 x LOO metersi.: . -

-extended in front of the two hangars. No installations for night flying veré
.. avallable. (2) =~ : ‘ ‘ L

: : : : L =

- 24 Right semi-underground containers, each about B 4o 9 meters long and 2.5 mebters

: in diameter, werd seen in the fuel dump northwest of the field, An air force )

ammmition depot, Jocated in the woods north of the field;eonsisted of thros s
barracks buildings for 30 guards, a. cna-story guard houss, soven gtorage areas,

each about i neters square, for aireraft ammmition, machine gung, rifles and :

- gubmachine puns, and a shed, about 6 x 35 moters for the storpge’  of boubs. (3)
Borbg, 100 kg 'and 250 ky in wolsht, and known as Kesar borba (sic) wero seen

there, :

3o . bircraft stationed at the field included 2l single-engine two-seater airoraft
_and 3:trainers, Descripbion of one of the single-angine planes of the Parduc
(panther) type is as follows: Inwline engineg, landing gear rotracting rearward,
“closed cockpit, machine gun for aerial gunner, - one aircoraft cannop in cach wing,
and two or three bombs under the fuselage. (hs The trainers wero low=wing monoe
playes of Fecske {(swallow) type, with rigid landing gears, in-line engines,
wooden propellers and two-seater cockpits, (5) ’ ‘

b The headquarters of an air force regiment, | |was stationed 25X1
ab . the airfield. The comsander of the rogir a5 Gaptain lerenc Zsoltal, aboul
32, 165 cm toll, with fair hair and blue oyos. He had served in the army of the
- monarchy, “His deputy was Captain Suentpeteri (fnu), Liewtensnt Paloczat { prow
- bably Paloczal } (fnu), bslonged to tho pilot company. The regiment was organized
as follows: &n eipforce service batialion, an aerial gunners' comparny of sbout
- 60 te 70 men, a pilots® company of sbout, 45 to 50 men, all of whom were officers
andmréagc)ars of the Communist Party, and a mechanic's company of about 80 to 90
nen, C .

5¢ The air force service babtalion wualce kiszolgalo zaszlvaly), organized in
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Septemher 1950, had| | Tte conmander was Captain
Ferenc Szerencses, cbout 26 years old, stout, 178 cm tall, brown eyes,
brown hair, round face, who was a former miner. The battalion was
organized into: a gteffs simnal company, | |
motorized company, | [ Fuard conpany, | |
| and Technical compas(ys | I

8, Staff, DBattalion commander, deputy babttalion commander, political
officer, officer in charpe of tho security section, athletic officer,
supply platoon officer, officer assigmed to the supply platoon, ord-
nance officer. For some time after his arrivel, the officer who was
asgipned to the supply platoon wore claret service color with the supply
troops insignia, crossed cars of corn and hammer, Later he wore white-
bordered blue epanlets, the service color of the air force and the
supply troops insipgnie.

b. Signal company, About 60 to 85 nmen.

¢. Mobtorized company. Aboubt 60 %o 65 men and about 20 civilian omployees.
About 70 to 80 motor wehiclesg, including tank trucksy 3 fire truckss
3 wreckersy repuir shop trucks, stc.

do Guard company. About 200 to 250 men, charged with guarding the aivfield
and the ammunition ané bomb dumps.

a. Technical company. This company was organized into a staff, Llanding
observation platoon, ordnance platoon, grading platoon, aid motor
vehicle platoon. '

Staff, Sub-Lisutenant Oyoorgy Kendernal, company chief, aboul 2l years
old, 16l cm %all, red hair, oval face, a former shoemaker. In zddition
a political officer; an officer in charge of the workshops and three
HNCOs working directly under himg an of ficer as chief of the bomb and
axmmition storage; sn NGO in charge of the batbtery shop, a sergeant
major, ard two clerks.

Landings obscrvation platoon, An NCO as plateon leador and about 1k to
J& men, charped with observing the landings, i.e. whether the lancding
plane had its landing gear extonded, vhether thers were no obstacles on
the landing strip, elc.

Ordnance platoon. An officer as piavoon leader and about 20 mern, charged

with the maintenance of weapong, and ammmnition storage.

Grading platoon, An NC0 2s platoor leader and sbout 15 men, charged with

repairing tralls cavsed duvring landings, mairtenmnce of drainage facili-

ties, and mrading work on Lhe emergency and dummy airfield., Goldlers

of other units who were nobh working were detailed to the grading platocn.

totoriged platoon. A technical section, battery charging scction. con-

pressor section, and fuel and oil seciion wade up this platoon. The
technical section had 15 man, charpged with the maintenance of aireraft
parts and deterzents stored in the technical depobt. Damaged instimments
which could not be repaired by the assembly company were sent to iie
central asircraft repair shop in Matyesfoeld (Q 48/H 62} which vered
a1l accessories. The battery charging soction  charged batiteries by
means of two chargers, Tha comprassor section was rosponsible for the
startirg of aircraft engines. The fuel and oil section supplied eire
eraft with fuel and oil., The total strenzth of the mobtorized plateoon

was & officers, 7 NCOs, and 67 Wi, (7)

Teaining in the battalion consisted of basic training end instruction aire

craft. -~t least twice a week, alert practices, nostly on the essumpbion

that enemy narachutishs attacked the field, ware reld. “ach =nit had ¥n
souapy . ba Gsuigned stalio, eofc, the Lochnical coupany OCoupLsl Wis Leble
rical and fucl depots. Tilots were piven daily instructions.

qmae silots were beginners with little flying experisnce
because the Landings were not verformed correctly and crashes occurred

frequently. About 6 to 7 Pardue type planes of the total of 2L aireralt
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stationed at the field were under ropair 2t all times. Pilobs with
the first class certificate practiced sherpshooting and bombing near

UJ Doeroegd Puszta (Y Li/D 36), There was no formation flying.

To On 1 larch 1951, merbers of t'e 1915 and 1916 classes who had beep
Soviet Pls were inducted imte a four-month coursc. Alimost all of them
were assignoed to the guard company. The inductees wore informed by
the political officer that they would not be dischirged a“ter four
menths but only upon lessening of the political tonsion. Alrost none
of the inductoes had served with the old Hungarian Air Torce.

8, Drigadier lGeneral lasi Sandor, Commander~in-Chief of the Hongarian Air
Force, and Lieutenant Colonsl llanmori Sandor, political officer, incpected
the field, (8) The former wes sbout LS vears old, 1,68 em tall, stout, brown
gyes, brow hair, and had a levre star on his blue-kordered golden epave
1(:‘-“330

9. In August 1950, a parachute unit of about 150 o 200 men was quartersd in
the barracks installation north of the airfield[?)This unit practiced parg~
chuting over the airfield. At that time, no asircraft or air force unit,
excopt for an airfield detail of 60 men, was stationed at the field. A
Wwin-engine transport from Budacsrs (Q L8/H L2) arrived st the ficld for
parachute practices by the parachute wnit. The parachutists were equinped
with two parachutes, a back and front-pack parachuie} the latier served es
a reserve. In early September, the para e unit was transferred to Kapogorar
(Y L/ 95) vhere it was still stationed in Janmary 1951, according %o a
nether of the wnit. (10) .

10, An AA unit of 27 mon was also stabioned ab the fieid and quarterel in the
barracks building of the %echnical company. The unit was allegedly assigned
to an AA unit in Keszthely (Y L/V 10}, The unib was equipped with two lipht
and two hesvy AA guns,

1i. In the fall of 1950, a dwuyy airficld was established in a meadow Just soubh
of Baposke (Y L/D 35) west of Szent Jyoergy llogy (Y L/D 35). Durpiy adiyes
craft are to be set up thero in case of war. An alternate airfield, about
00 to 200 x 900 meters, was constructed in a T-sheped clearing north-north-
west of Dogroegd psz (¥ 4,/D 38), (Q¢)

25X1A Cormentss,

{1) For location sketeh of airfield, sce Annex 1.

(2) For layout sketch of installations at airfield, see Annex 2. The
information is believed to be correct. According to a provious repors,
reconstruction work started in the spring of 1949,

(3) For details of wmmnition dump, see Annex 3.

(L) The plans is an TI~10, called Parduc in Hungary,

(5) Possibly a UT~2,

(6) A rerular ground abtack regiment is provably stationed there. The
Hungarian Alr Force is said to be equipped with aboub 50 IL-10s assigned
to ground attack wnits,

(7) This is the first information on an air foree service battalion and its
orpanization. It is not known whether the central sircrafi repair shep,

. which has not been confirmed, is still located in Hatyssfoeld, -

{8) Dripadier Goneral Sarder is reported for the firvst tine as comaander-in.-
chief of tho Hungarien Air Force, Barnobes lorvath, Licuilcrant Colonel
of General S5taff, was reported in this pesition in 1949, and Colonel Zalka,
a confirmed cormunist, in lote 1950, It is possibls thot Sandor held this
position in the intervening time.

{9} T informationd onfirmod| | according 25X1
to whon the parachute cup@y or the 25Th [Lafle ezt wos stationed there in
Iay 1950 and & resulsr parachube unit with whibte-bordered graecn epavlets in
Docomber 1950,
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{10)This information is received for the first time. " Por locaticn
sketch of alternate airfield, see Annex l.
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